A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
throne.  For James, ever since he had acquiesced in his mother's
death, had worked in and in with the Cecils.
On the same morning that Elizabeth died Carey, her cousin
(a great-nephew of Anne Boleyn's), took horse, and after an
astonishing ride of nearly four hundred miles in fifty-six hours
appeared at the court of James VI and gave him the news. James
at once set off southward, and Robert Cecil put him on the
throne—just as Robert Cecil's father had put Elizabeth on the
throne.
The Gunpowder Plot. James, though now proclaimed
King of England and duly crowned, was not yet secure upon the
throne. The debates on the succession had been too prolonged
and too violent for that. The King was a Scotsman, and
Scotsmen were at that date aliens in England and even hereditary
enemies; and also the power of Robert Cecil was an object of
envy and dislike to many of the greater men.
Among these was Walter Raleigh, who had worked with Cecil
against Essex, and who now proposed to oust him;  for such
personal treason was in the very spirit of the little set to which
they all belonged.   He tried to reach James before Cecil could
get at him, and failed.   Then he began to plot; he approached
the Bong of France and the husband of the Infanta, and was
obviously putting himself into a position for prosecution by the
Government.   Cecil had intercepted his letters and had plenty
of evidence against him.   He and his fellow-conspirators were
condemned to death at the end of the year 1603.   Robert Cecil
was for putting all of them to death, and especially Raleigh, but
James (whose abilities will be discussed in a moment) played a
dever card.  Among the conspirators were two Catholic priests;
he put them to death, to confirm his anti-Catholic attitude; but
he reprieved the others, especially Raleigh, for whom there was
such strong popular feeling on account of his fine presence and
gallant actions by sea and land; but he kept him secure in the
Tower.   In the face of this insecurity, which the condemnation
of Raleigh's plot had by no means ended, new strength was
necessary for James.   It was still more necessary to Cecil, for
his great peril was that the whole effort pursued by his father
aad himself might be undermined in the new reign.
James had been brought up a Calvinist, but not consecutively
nor continuously so. The Catholic faction in Scotland had
attempted to capture him, and there was a moment when tfaek
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